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HISTORY OF WASATCH COUNTY 


Being a Brief Outline of the Principal Events of the County 
From Its First Settlement. 
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Owing to the fact that very little 
has been published of the discovery 
and settlement of Wasatch. County, it 
difficult to write a his: | 
tory of this part of Utah. 

There is so much to tell if one goes 
Into detatl, that it would be impossible 
for an article in the space which we 
hre Hmited here, to record a tithing of 
even the more Important events of, 
this valley, iranspirimg since its Ar 
keltlement, the great difficulty being 
in the choice of events—what to tell, 
ind what to leave untold. 

Of course, ав is always the case іп 
writing a brief history, there will 
be many important events entirely 
lett out and other evenis which seem 
of great importarice to many, but 
lightl¥ touched upon; and perhaps 
there may be some given here which 
тау Seem of less importance than 
bthers that are not mentioned. Still, 
our teaders remember that we 
are not pretending to tell it all in 
this article, for to do so would fill a 


is somewhat a 


must 


large volume, and then leave much 
untold. 
From the best information obtain- 


able, we are lead to the conclusion 
that Wasateh County ің the very first 
portion of the State of Utah 
visited by white men, unless it should 
be a small portion of the southeast 
corner of the state on the east side 
of the Colorado river, 
While forefathers 
gling for independence along the At 
lantie coast, the Spaniards were busy 
exploring the interior of the country 
south and of the rocky moun- 
tains. At that time this vast region, 
comprising Utah, Nevada, part of 
Idaho, Wyoming and Colorado was a 
wild and desolate cotintry unexplored 
by white men and wWninhabited, ox 
сері by a few savage tribes of In- 
dians which roamed prom place” to 
place living principally on roots and 
The country was claimed by 
Spaln as part of its possessions 
through the conquest of Mexico, by 
Hernando Cortez. 
Numerous expeditions were 
out from Santa Fe Пот 1770 to 1780 
heciórthwest, but none of 
them, until th 1770, 
able to get beyond (he Colorado river 


ever 


our were strug- 


west 


seeds 


а 


sent 


ear seemed 


on acecunt of the deep impassable can- 


yon through which it fluwed, all re- 
turning but Httle wiser than when 
they started. 

The main object seemed to be to 


find a nearer and more practicable 


coast, along which 
Spanish 


route to the Pacific 


there several settle- 


ments. 


were 


On the 2th of July, 1776, two Fran- 
sican friars, Francisco Antanasio Dom- 
ingues and Silvestre Velez de 
calante, in company with seven others, 
set out from Santa Fe for the pur- 
pose of discovering a direct route to 


Es- 


Montery. California. Their course, at 
first, was northwest, but soon they 
turned north into what is now the 
State et Colorado, doubtless avoid 
the deep canyon of th vado 
which had been so man) > 
ported impossible to er 

8th of August, their course turned 


small diffictilty, as the narative states, 


| 


ary line between the Utes and Com- 
anches. The place where they first 
came to Green river they named San- 
ta Cruz. Here were six large black 
poplars on which they left an inserip- 
tion. They followed down Green river 
in a southwesterly course for about 
ten leagues and from the top of a 
hill could see the junction of the 
White and Green rivers, "lheyf could 


edly the Uintah or Duchesne /as is 
usually called. They the 
river at this poiut and traveled up the 
stream flowing from the west for some 
distance and camped on the night of 
September 17th at a branch of the 
river which they called San Cosme 
(very probable the north branch, 
now known as the Uintah.) 

From this point they traveled west- 
ward along the Duchesne and with no 


crossed 


crossed the mountains, From 
the description given by these Span: 
inrds, their route was very probably 
up the Duchesne, along (he west fork, 
crossing the mountain at the head of 
Lake Canyon, passing through this 
valley and down the Provo river to 


over 


Utah lake, which the natives called 
Timpanogas lake. The river 4 wn 
which they traveled after crossing 
the divide was also led’ the Tim- 


panogas river by the natives 

These Spania were perhaps the 
first white mento ever set foot in this | 
valley, The RAM & very minute ac- 
count of/Utah lake and surrounding 
country fas well as Great Salt lake and 
also a fair account of the Indian tribes 
inhabiting this region. 

A half century later hunters and 
trappers stood on the shorés of Both 
Utah lake and Salt lake ard perhaps 
irapped boaver ànd mink [along the 
banks of the Timpanogas in this val- 
ley. "Trails were made through the 
valley, along which the Indians passed 
to and from the lower valleys/‘and 
their mountain hunting grounds; but 
no settlement by white men was made 
here until the year 1859, when Mor- 
mon plonebrs from the shores of the 
Timpanogag4 lake came here seeking 
homes for’ themselves and families. 

Provo City and Utah valley, was 
settled in 1849 or 1850. By tho year 
1857 the most desirable locations near 
the Utah lake bad been taken up ana! 
people began to look' for desirabie lo- 
cations elsewhere. Reports at differ- 
ent times had come from hunters, 
trappers, and others who had visited 
the vicinity, that there was a beauti- 
ful little valley about thirty miles up 
the Provo river and some of those 
who had been unable to secure de- 
sirable locations in Utah valley, be- 
gan to think seriously of investigating 
these rumors with a view to making 
a new settlement, 


One bright Sabbath morning in the 
summer of 1857, some parties who were 
working at a saw mill in Big Cotton- 
canyon, concluded to 
trip over the mountain and look at this 
"umored paradise nestling in the tops 
-i tbe Wasatch. They crossed the | 
mit of the renge and what they| 


wood make a 


| ¥eung,tho—ohief mover in nearly al 


through the canyon and built some 
ranches. at the lower end of {is val- 
ley and put up considerable lay With 
a view to keeping their stock through 
the wint During the spring and 
summer, number of other parties 


a 
came into the valley, explored it, and 
ccneluded it was a good place to lo- 
cate, in other words, they looked upon 
the beatiful handwork of nature “and 
saw that it was good.” 

In July of this year, a party of Pro- 


voites, with county surveyor J. С, 
Snow, came up and laid out about a 
section of ground north of the present 
site of Heber City, into tweniy acre 
tracts, each man of the party selecting 
his twenty acre farm. They began at 
once considering the; feasibility of 
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The matter was laid pefore Brigham 


building a road through Provo Canyon, 


the undertakings in žhe territory et 
that time, and his advice asked. He 
was told of the prospécts awaiting the 
settlers in Provo, valley, the hardships 
they would have to endute onfäccount 
of the cold climate and NA, 
and, in short, as welldas they were 
ble, the advantag: nd disadvantages 
of a settlement here. President 
Young, withÍa view to settling up this 
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valley/und giving access to and from 
it/and probably also with a view to 


Lookin north 


establishing a route through to the 
east, which would be of easier grade 
and, for the southern counties at least, 
nearer than by way of either emigra- 
tion or Parley's canyon, seemed to fa- 
vor the project. 

Whatever motive.may have prompt- 
ed the move, he advised the making 
of a road at once and a company was 
immediately organized and the work 
cf constructing a road through Provo 
canyon commenced, and before winter 
set in, a fairly passable road was 
built connecting Provo and this valley, 

The above is substantially as given 
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has been published of the discovery 
and settlement of Wasatch. Cou it 
i difficult write 
this part of Utah. 
There is so much to tell if one goes 
Into detail, that ir would be impo: 
for an article in the space which 
dre limited here, to record a tithing of 
even the more important events of 
this valley, ivanspiring since its ds 
кеШетейі, the great difficulty being 


somewnat to iis- 


ory of 


ble 
we 


in the choice of events—what to tell, 


and what to leave untold. 

Of course, as is always the case in 
writing brlef history, there will 
he important events entirely 
lefi out and other evenis which seem 
of great importance many, but 
lightly touched idpon; and perhaps 
there may be some given here which 
шау of less than 
others that are not mentioned. Still, 
our must remember that we 
are to tell all in 
this article, for to do so would fill a 
and then 
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many 


to 
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tains. At that time this vast region, 
comprising Utah, Nevada, part of 
Idaho, Wyoming and w a 
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, Colorado river 


able to ger beyond 
on aeecunt of the desp impas: 


yon through which ft flowed, all re- 
turning but Hitle wiser than when 
they started, 

The main object seemed to be to 
find a nearer and more practicable 
route to the Pacific coast, along which 
there were several Spanish settle- 
ments, 

On the 2th of July, 1776, two Fran- 


sican friars, Francisco Antanasio Dom- 
and Silvestre Velez Е 
in company with seven othe 


ingues de 


calante 


set rem Santa Fe for t pur- 
pose ef discovering a direct г to 
Montery, California. Their course, at 
first, was northwest, but soon they 


the 


to avoid 


what now 


turned north into 
State ef Colorado, doubtic 


the deep 


canyon of Colorado 


which had been 
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ма ut course turned 


\usust, thelr 
northeast on account of the impassable 
to the went 
thi Chey жен 
pure thel nerthiwesterly 
later and 
on the northwest bank of what is now 
in Colorado. 
On the ninth. they eross White river 
near the Utah, the 15th 
reached Green river, which they called 
Rio de San Buenuvgntura, the bound- 
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barriers und north. Hep 


tember wan able to 
eourse aud 
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days ens camped 


known as Grande river 


"ne, and on 


came to Green river they named 1- 
Ita Cruz. Here were six large black 
poplars on which the: 


left an inse 
They followed down Green river 
in a southwesterly course for about 
ien leagues and from the top of a 
hill could the junction. o£ the 
White and Green rivers, They could 
also see a river flowing into (Green 
ver from the west which is "оцы 
edly the Uintah or Duchesne ’as is 
usually called. They crossed the 
river at this point and traveled up the 
stream flowing from the west for some 
distance and camped on the night of | 
September 17th at a branch of the! 

which they called San Cosme | 
probable the north branch, 
now known as the Uintah.) 

From this point they traveled wost- 
ward along the Dúchesne and with no | 
small difficulty, as the narative states, | 
crossed the From 
the description given by these Span 
inrds, their route was very probably 
up t 


tion. 


see 
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(very 


over mountains, 


Duchesne, along the west fork, 


crossing the mountain at the head of 
Lake Canyon, passing through this 
valley and down the Provo river to 
Utah Jako, which the natives called 
Timpanogas lake. The river down' 
which they traveled after” crossing 
the div was also called the Tim- 


panogas river by the'natives. 
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trapped beaver and mink [along the 
banks of the Timpanogas in this val- 
ley. "Trails were made through the 
valley, along which the Indians pass¢d 
to and from the ‚alleys’ and 
their mountain hunting grounds; but 
no settlement by white men was made 
here until the 1859, Mor- 
mon pioneers from the shores of the 
Timpanoga) lake came here seeking 
homes for themsely and familie: 

Provo City and Utah valley, was 
settled in 1849 or 1850. By the year 
1857 the most desirable locations near 
the Utah lake bad been taken up and 
people began to look for desirable lo- 
cations elsewhere, Reports at differ- 
ent times had come from hunters, 
trappers, and others who had visited 
the vicinity, that there was a beauti- 
ful little valley about thirty miles up 
the Provo river and of those 
who had been unable to secure de- 
sirable locations in Utah valley, be- 
gan to think seriously of investigating 
these rumors with a view to making 
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some 


new settjement, 


One bright Sabbath morning in the 
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summit of the range and what they 


e int 


ec у ensest the 


say convinced them that the rumors 
were not mere exageratious, but that 
m dexicable ageleultural— valley — did 
exist here and when they. veturned 


to Provo, they reported what they had 


seen. 
Many were anxious to make further 


explorations and the next spring, Wm. 


Wall, George W. Bean, Aaron Dan- 
ісін, and other stockmen of the 
lower valley drove a herd of stock 


In July of this year, a party or P ан 
voite with county surveyo J, О? 
Snow, came up and laid or ut a 
on of ground north of sent 
ite of Heber City, into tweuiy acre 
tracts, each man of the party selecting 


once considering the. feasibility, of 
building a road through Provo Canyon. 
The matter was laid before Brigham 
Young,—the—chief_moypr in nearly all 
the undertakings in žhe territory at 
that time, and his advice asked. He 
was told of the prospects awalting the 
settlers in Provo valley, the hardsh 
they would have to endure o Account 
of the cold climate and Меһ- alice, 
and, in short, as s they were 
ble, the advantages-and disadvantages 
of a settlem here. President 
Yoting, with а view to settling up this 
valley/and giving access to and from 
it “and probably also with a view to 
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establishing a route through to the 
east, which would be of easier grade 
and, for the southern counties at least, |” 
nearer than by way of either emigra- 
tion or Parley's canyon, seemed to fa- 
vor the project. 

Whatever motive may have prompt 
ed the move, he advised the making 
of a road at once and a company was 
immediately organized and the work 
cf constructing a road through Proyo 
сапуоп ccmmenced, and before winter 
a fairly passable road was 
necting Provo and this valley, 

The above is substantially as given 
in John Crook's notes, but there must 
hnve імен talle of making A yota 
through Provo Canyoh Meverai 
before this for on January 100 185%, 
an act was passed “by the Governo! 
and legislative assembly of the terri 
tory of " incorporating “The A 
Kanyon Road. The act pj ov 
"That Aaron Johnson, Thomass 
liams, Evan M. Green, and 
Wall, with their associates" 
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Looking north from Central School House, showing upper part of Provo Valley. 
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ply with the provisions of the act, for | 


on January 20th, 1865, another act 
‘was passed by the legislative assem- 
bly ‘of the territory of Utah incorpor- 
ating "The Provo Canon Road Com- 
pany" providing "that William Miller 
and Shadrock Holdaway, of Provo 
City, Utah County, Joseph S. Murdock, 
Isaac Decker, and David ManWagon- 
er, of Wasatch County, with their as- 


scociates rs be and they 
are hor a body corporate 
to be he name and style 


of the Provo Canyon Read Company.” 


persons as may become stockholders 
in the corporation hereby incorporated, 
are made and constituted a body cor- 
porate as hereinafter specified, ete." 
This act is somewhat similar to the 
one of two years previous except in 
the wording of the object and aims of 
the company, which are set forta in 
Section 5 "The 
company shall have the right and priv- 
ilege and the same is hereby granted 
to complete a substantial wagon road 
through Provo canyon commencing a at 


as follows: —" said 


that a tract one mile spuare sl 


-be reserved as a townsite where 


ber City now stands. Dufing the 
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ms to have 
7 or did not com- 


mis- 


Central School House, 


ions of the act, for 
1865, another act 
legislative assem- 
of Utah incorpor- 
Canon Road Com- 
iat William Miller 
laway, of Provo 
Joseph S. Murdock, 
David ManWagon- 
TO. with their as- 
ssors be and they 
a body corporate 
se name and style 


cepted by the selectment of Wasatch 
and Utah counties, said company are 


{hereby aitthorized to collect toll 
théreoh ds provided in Section 5 of 
this act: 

| “шо the said road or the 


bridges thereon aré stiffered to get 
bout of repair, a majority of the select- 
men of the counties of Utah and Wa- 
sateh may order.the gate to be thrown 
open and the collection of toll stopped 
until thé necessary repairs are made.” 

The toll atithorized is as follows: 
For every carriage or vehicle drawn 
by two animals, $1.00; for every 
additional pair of animals, 50 cents; 
for each hórse or mule led, rode, or 
packed, 50 сезік: für Sheep, goats, and 
|hogs, each 5 cents; for every loose 
animal of te horse or čëatilo kind, 
15 cents, 

The charter expires after the term 
of twenty Xears-emd-tho road shall 
then sa the property of the cofil- 


mon wealth(in good condition as shall 
be accepted \by the seleetmen of Utah 
land Wasatel Counties 

| "Two years later, Jannary 15th, 1867, 
|this act was repealed and the charter 
annulled and a new act passed pro- 
viding: “That Alexander Е. Mc- 
Donald, Warren N. Dusenberry, Shad- 
|rach Holdaway, of Utah County, Wil- 
liam M. Wall and Nymphus Murdock, 


al pair of animals, $1.08: each vehicle 
drawn by one animal, $75; each раскба 
mule, 15 cents; each horseman 15 
cents; for loose horses, mules, or cat- 
| Че, each 10 cents; for sheep, goats, 
or swine, 5 cents; provided that per- 
sons hauling timber, fuel, or produce 
from within thirty miles of Provo 
City shall pay but one way being en- 
titled to a return ticket free.” 

Notwithstañding the predictions of 
many "wiseacres" that the atitude 
was too cold for agricultural ¢rops to 
mature, quite a heavy exodus oc- 
curred from the lower valley to this 
garden spot among the hills of the 
Wasatch in the spring of 1859. 

Among the first wlio came about the 
first of May, were Robert Brsadhea:, 
James Davis, Wiliam Davidson 
Charles N. Carroll, Thomas Rasband, 
John Jordan, John Crook, John Car- 
lilel James Carlile, Jessie Bogd, Hen- 
ry Chatwin, William Giles, Wm. Car- 
pentar, and others whose names we 
have been unable to obtain. 

During the fall of. 1858, wbile thd 
Provo canyon road was being con- 
structed, another plat of ground, west 
of the present site of Heber Cíty, was 
surveyed off into twenty acre farms 
[and some surveying done on the west 
side of the river. 

While no survey 


was made of a 


of Wasatch County, and’ such other 


persons as may become stockholders 


are made and constituted a body cor- 
porate as hereinafter specified, ctc." 
Tbis act is somewhat similar to the 
one of two years previous except in 
the wording of the object and aims of 


the company, which a t forth in 
Section 5 as folle he said 
Y priv- 


company shall have the " 
ilege and the D 
to complete a g 


zht anc 
l ranted 


in the corporation hereby incorporated, + 


showing upper part of Provo Valley. 


townsite, it was understood and agreed 
that a tract one mile square should 
be reserved as a townsite where He- 
ber City now stands. During the sum- 
mer several ranches had been built in 
the lower end of the valley, consid- 
erable hay put up and several hun- 
dred head of cattle were fed here 
during the winter of 1858-9, by Bean, 
W: Meeks, Daniels, and others. 

a Crook ju journal, says: 
“April 30, 1859, we camped at a snow 
Provo that nieht. 


cauyon 


rearued thé present site of Hebel 
City, we say two teams plowing nort 
of us which proved to be Wm. Davi 
son plowing with two yoke of oxerk 
and Robert Broadhead and Jam 
Davis with a similar outfit betwe 
them. We found that W. Davidson ha: 
his family here, which I believe, was 
the first family in the valley. Ther 
were about 1,000 bushels - of grai 
raised in the valley during the seaso 
of 1859, at Heber, Midway and Center.’ 

A daughter was born to Mrs, Elle: 
Davidson, wife of Wm. Davidson 
early in November of this year, Thi 
was the first white child born in Wa: 
satch county. She was named Tim. 
payogas~thetIndian name for Pro 
Xiver and valley. —^ 7 0777 

One company who came built 
large wickiup of poles, covering: ї 
with willows, long wheat gras, an 
dirt near a large spring aboít two 
miles” nortiz*ot-Heber- City: o site. 
As this party were mostly immifrants| | 
from England they named their prim | 
itive dwelling the “London Wickiup.” 
The spring was called “London Spring’ 
and it is so called today. 

A few weeks later another company] 
came, among whom were Thomas Н. 
Giles, John Giles, Hiram Oaks, Geo, 
Carlile and Sidney Epperson. 

About the middle of June Jess: 
Fuller, deputy county, surveyor о! 
Utah county, commenced a survey o 
Heber City. The initial point was 
established at the north end of Mai 
street on the west side (long knowt) 
as George W. Clyde's corner). The 
first line was run along the west side 
of Main street, the blocks being made 
24 rods square and the streets 5 
rods wide ,each block being divide: 
into four lots 12 rods square. A tract 
of eight blocks south and 5% blocks 
west of the initial point were laid o 
into blocks and lots forming a rec 
tangle practically three-fourths of 
mile long and one-half of a mik 
wide. This formed the west half о 
the townsite which was afterwards, 1 
1870, entered as such by the probate 
judge of this county. 

The east half was similarly laid о 
some months later leaving Main stree 
seven rods wide. The south pare. 
Heber City, a mile long and a quarte! E 
of a mile wide, was entered as a homej 
stead by Jonathan Clegg and after get! 
ting patent in 1875, the three eam 
108 of his homestead were conveye 
to'the probate judge of Wasatch coun: 
ty to be laid off into city lots an 
sold, the proceeds to go to the benefi 
of the common “schools of Hebe 
City. This was surveyed by M. 7. 21 
Shelton into blocks and lots, th 
blocks being laid off twenty-four 
east and west and twenty rods nort 
and south with streets fivé Tod 
wide, except Main street, whieh wa 
seven rods, N 

Prior to this a fort had been I 
cut 80 rods square, lying between what) 
are now First West and Fourth Wes 
streets, and Second North and Fift 
North streets, Ў 

There were twenty families in Н 
ber during the winter of 1859-00, a 
having houses bullt on the fort lin: 
except three, William Davidson, wh 
built on the lot now occupied b 
the Tithimg office, one block east an 
спе block sóuth of the fort, and Joh 
Lee, who built one block south an 
half a block west of ihe fort, ani 
James Laird, who had built just wes| 
of the fort line about midway b 


hence to | sateh may order the 
mosts 
cepts the 


1e 


ae United 


City, near 


r county, 
2 same in 


vilege of | for cach 
| packed. 50 cents: 


h specific 
aby the 


et., and 


dg to the | then “becoaye the property of the com-|ry Chatwin, William Giles, 
ab in the | mon wealth \in good condition as shall | penter: and others whose names 


nor the | be 
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ecure all 
may 
ch bonds 
| with the 


“y. 
ave mis, 
not com 


| hogs. 
| animal of the horse or сапе kind, | 


ac- | this act was r pealed and the charite 


open ind the collection of toll stoppe 
| the necessary repairs are made. 
toll atithorized 18 as follows: | 
| For every carriage or Vehicle drawn 
by two $1.00; for every 
additional pair of animals 
horse or mule led, 
^ für sheep, 
for 


animals, 


50 cents; 
rode, or| 
ats, and | 


each 2, cents; every Тооке | 


tile usual | 15 cents. í à і 


t dfücers, | 


The ur ds expires after the term | 


of (went; Хе end the road shall! 


accepted by the seleetmen of Utah | 
and Wasatch Counties. | 


Two years later, January 15th, 1867. 


and a new act 
viding: “That Alexander F. 
Donald, Warren N. Dusenberry, Shad- 
rach Holdaway, ef Utah Coun Wil- 
liam M. Wall and Nymphus Murdock 


annulled assed pro- | 


M 


gate to be thrown | Ulled to à return ticket Lice. 


Notwithstanding the predictions of 
‚any “wiseacres” that the atitude 
was too cold for agricultural crops to 
mature, quite a heavy exodus Ot- 
curred from the lower valley to this 
garden spot among the hills of the 
Wasatch in the spring of 1859. 

Among the first wlio came about the 
first of May, were Robert Braadhea, 
James Davis Wiliam — Davidson 
Charles N. Carroll, Thomas Rasband. 
John Jordan, John Crook, Jepn Car- 
Hlej James Carlile, Jessie Boda, Hen- 
m. Car- 


we 
have beon unable to obtain 

During the fall of 1858, while the 
Provo canyon road was being con- 
structed, another plat of ground, west 
of the pr » of Heber City, was 


surveyed of into twenty acre farms 


sent s 


ing done on the west 


and some s 
side of the r 
While no survey 


was made of a 


Schoo! House, 


showing upper part of Provo Valley. 
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the act, for 
mother 
live assem- 
ih ineorpor- 
Road Com- 
Шат Miller 
of Provo 
S. Murdock, 


ManWagon- 


th their 
)e and they 
y corporate 


AS 


e and st) 

Company 
e eapitalizu- 
зе thousand 
ch and the 
oks for sub- 
e first 
jeet of 
е "the 
ugh 


day 
the 
con- 
Provo 
y feet wide, 
County, to 
county, and 

and ac- 


of Wasateh County, and’ such other 


persons as may become stockholders 


in the corporation hereby incorporated, 
are made and constituted a body cor- 
porate as hereinafter specified, ete.” 
This nilar to the 
in 
t and aims of 


act is somewhat 


one of two years previous except 


the wording of the obje 
the which forta 
rion 2 follows: "То 
company shall have the right and priv- 
med 


company. are set in| 


as 


«and the same is hereby 


аппа! wago! 


to complete a sul 
through Provo canyon commencing at 
Provo City and extending throngh said | 
in 
and when the afor 


|canxon to Provo valley Wasatch 


id com- 


Ul have completed said road 
of the 


acceptance territorial 


the 
Road (Commi sioner, a toll sate may 
be established thereon an] tell collect- | 
ed at) the following rates: 


to 


For each | 


vehicle drawn by two animals, $1.50; 


for cken vehicle drawn by four ani-| 
for each 


+ nimals, 50; 


mals, W2.00; vehicle drawn 


de 


each nddition- 


| The 


townsite, it was understood and agreed 
that a mile should 
be reserved as a townsite where He- 
ber City now stands. During the sum- 
mer several ranches had been built in 


tract one square 


the lower end of the valley, consid- 
erable put up and several hun- 
dred head of cattle were fed he 


during the winter of 1858-9, by Bean, 
Wall, Meeks. Daniels, 

John Crook in 
"April 30, 1859, we camped a 
slide that 
next morning we pulled our wa- 


and others, 


his journa 


a snow 


in Provo canyon night. 
gens to pieces and carried them to 
the top of the snow slide which was 
about quarter of a mile wide. Our 
May Day excursion con: ted of travel- 


ing up the canyon from the snow slide 


to Wm. Wall's ranch where we 
camped. The next day crossed 
Daniels’ creek on the ісе There 


were heavy disc of snow behind the 


wilow bunches We thought we 
were the first scttlers to arrive in the 
valley that spring, but when we 


were inont 1,999 разе) 
raised in the valley dwring the 
of 1859, at Heber, Midway and Сем 

A daughter was born to Mrs. 
Davidson, wife of Wm. Day. 4 
early in November of this year. This 
was the first white child born in Wa- 
salch county. She was named Tim- 
payogas> the Indian name for Provo 
river and valley. 7” Бете 

One company who саше built a 
large wickiup of poles, covering it 
with willows, long wheat gra and 
dirt near a large spring abo two 
miles north*of Heber City townsite. 
As this party were mostly immigrants 
from England they named their prim- 
iive dwelling the "London Wickiup.” 
The spring was called “London Spring” 
and it is so called today. 

A few weeks later another company 
came, among whom were Thomas Н. 
Giles, John Giles, Hiram Oaks, Geo. 
Carlile and Sidney Epperson. 

About the middle of June Jes 
Fuller, deputy county  surveyor 


of 
Utah county, commenced a survey of 


Heber City. The initial point was 
established at the north end of Main 
known 
The 
side 


street on the west side (long 
W. Clyde's corner). 
run along the wes 


as George 
first line w 
of Main street, the blocks being made 
24 rods square and the streets 5 
rods wide ,each block being divided 
into four lots 12 rods square. A tract 
of eight blocks south and 5% blocks 
west of the initial point were laid off 
into blocks and lots forming a rec- 
tangle practically three-fourths of a 
mile long and one-half of a mile 
wide. This formed the west half of 
the townsite which was afterwards, in 
1870, entered as such by the probate 
judge of this county. 

The east half was similarly laid off 
some months later leaving Mata street 
The south pare of 


seven rods wide. 


Heber City, a mile long and a quarter ~~— 


(f a mile wide, was entered as a home- 
stead by Jonathan Clegg and after get- 
ling patent in 1875, the three east 
1's of his homestead were conveyed 
to the probate judge of Wasatch coun- 
he laid off into city lots and 
sould, the proceeds to go to the benefit 


y to 


MÁ the common ools of Heber 
City. This was surveyed by M. 7: 
Shelton into се and lots, the 


blocks being laid off twenty-four rods” 
east und west and twenty rods north 
south with streets five тойв 
ept Main street, which was 


and 
wide, 


ехе 
seven rods, 
Prior to this a fort had been laid 
— 
cut 80 rods square, lying between what 
are now First West and Fourth West 
streets, and Second North and Fifth 


North streets. 

There were twenty families in He- 
ber during the winter of 1859-60, all 
having houses built on the fort line 
except three. William Davidson, who 
built on the lot now occupied by 
the Tithis office, one block east and 
ene block south of the fort, and John 
Lee, who built one block south and 
half a block west of the fort, and 
James Laird, who had built just west 
of fort line about midway be- 
tween the northwest and southwest 


the 


corners. 

As near as we are able to learn 
the houses built on the fort lines were 
as follows: 

On the north line, John Crook, 
Thomas Rasband, James Carlile, Hi- 
rum Oaks, Brad Sessions, Robert 
Broadhead, James Davis, D. A. Ses- 
sions; on the east line, Richard 
Jones and Elisha Thomas; on the west 
by J. W. Witt, C. N. Carroll, Elias 
Cox, John Jordan, E. Carlilo, Ze- 


pipasant, which was a consider- 


tion of the time. Wheat tras 
raised Jere, to be sure, but flour 


or looking after their паскі 


men attending to their 
“Етоні Monüay | 


4 ed the 
Court'by appointing the folowing offi- 
cers: Thos. Todd, James Duke, and 
Job” H. VanWagoner, Select men. 
( court then proceeded to ap- 
42 John Harvey Assessor and Col- 
lector, Snelling M. Johnson, Sheriff, 
John M. Murdock, Treasurer, John 
Sessions Surveyor, Thos. H. Giles, 
Superintendent of Common Schools. 
The court then divided the county 
in Precincts as follows: All that por- 
tion cf country on the east side of 
Provo iiver is hereby d ed pre- 
einet No. 1. and all that portion of 
country in Provo valley on the w 
of Provo river shall 
Phe Ccurt 
owing рт 


called 


¿pperson, Constable 


art adjourned until Ist Mon- 
day in March next. 
Judges fe68 is in $ 
Select men Lars 
СТЕ В, (tias t кб бан 
Qt J. W. WITT, 
-—77 Judge. 
еді THOMAS TODD, 
( Seleet Men, 
CHAS. SHELTON, 
Clerk. 
We are by John Ham- 
ilton at when nan of the 
county officers were submitted to the 


€ 


thag facting Governor, Brigham Young, 
2 pame of John Hamilton was s 


stituted for that of Snelling M. John- 


WEN so that instead of Johnson, Ham- 


"оп was really the first sheriff of the 
county. 

~ We have been unable to find any 
published act organizing and defining 


t undari of Wasatch County 
4 іп 1862; but on Janua 10 
150%, an act was passed defining the 
boundaries of counties and locating 
County Seats in which the boundaries 
of. Wasatch County are described 
follows: 


as 


milling was in its infancy and it was 
not always that they could get wheat 
made ¡nto flour. But to counteract 
this to some extent, game was plenti- 
ful in the valley and fish abundant 
in the Provo river. 

Just what was the 


on at this 


time we can find no statistics, but | 
the seventh day of December, 

. Henry MeMullin, County Super 

of 5, present state 


a 
“ 


to the county court 
ives the t 


ment 


l amount of tax 


Ro 
of houses 


in 


rth ot H 
March 
i was es 


of year 
couniy r 
at the river be- 


low Manning's (scuthwest of the town 


commencing Provo 


natíng at the rn boundary 
of the county ( as the Ross 
summit). | 
At a special term Ar a 
county road w esta hed between 
Heber City Centerville, and 
'hence to the Center 

Creek canyon. 
At thi i the coun was di 
vided Dis- 
: No 


the 
Into 


Lake Creek 


dey—brought its 


zht its refreshing sl 


ional exercises in 
first, and later in the school hou 


were zealously obsbrved in de- 
private homes 


ges. 


They were as happy as a people could 


were 
e they 


> they 
us | 
. a log r 
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indus- 
were 
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not 


esh 


іе 
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minds of the people to ıhis d 
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wonderful progre 
the old "deestriet schoc 
ury o, and in no 
в, 
The founders of th 


were 


g 


not been fully 


ma 


кте 


nted by 


era 


states’, 


of 


part of 
more so than in Utah. 


a 


riod and we fear that in some 
parts of the United States this idea 
dicated from the 


The 


school teaching has made 
s sincy-the days of 


half 
the 


ate, among whom 


the best e 
ning here af 
1 from their homes in the east, and 


e 


ons of this 


r being driv- 


verts 


the 


M "she RI AD 
jm Hanks the exclusive right to 


A ST = x1 - жағаға сары зр T = bee 

! 
herd sheep in another portion of (Пе | т ‚om for censure, Few men under} dre 
county, nd excluding horses and cat-| ex itions could have done fhor: 


ided they give id with, 


y and take and ittle money was in ation 
oath conditioned for e could not get money to рау | lar 
nce of their dut The collector was obliged to M 
indem at, Oats, barley, potatoes, | she 
animals 1 псе for taxes or not] ship 
were a herding stock Tr county court was] any 
belonging ents of Wa ity of making these | tion 
¡commodities legal tender for payment | mas 


mira Palmer, and Mrs. Clotworthy. 
(This information is kindly furnished 
by John Crook from his diary.) А 

At this time Provo valley was partly 

in Utah county and partly in Salt 

\ Lake County, the dividing line be- 
“ween the counties running through the 
Yällcy. about one mile south of Heber, 
the southeru zart“ of this valley, 
belonging to Utah County, while 
all the northern part of’ the county, 
including Heber City and the present 
site of Midway, was im Salt Lake 
County, 

In 1862, by act of the legislative as- 
sembly of the territory of Utah, Wa- 
satch County was created, bounded on 
the west by the summit of the Wasatch 
range, on the north by Summit county 
as now organized, on the east by 
the territorial line, and on the south 
by Sanpete County. John W, Witt 
was elected probate juage by the leg- 
islative assembly and on the 22nd 
day of February, 1862, the first session 
of the County Court was held. The 
minutes of their first meeting are 
hereby given in full: 

RECORD OF THE COUNTY COURT 

OF WASATCH COUNT. tx THE 

~- TERRITORY OF UTAH, к 


Special Term. 


y Feb. 22nd, 1862. 
John W. Witt, Presiding. 

Thé Judge organized the County 
Court by appointing the folowing offi- 
cers: Thos. Todd, James Duke, and 
John H. VanWagoner, Select men. 

The court then proceeded to ap- 
point John Ha Assessor and Col- 
lector, Snelling M. Johnson, Sheriff, 
John M. Murdock, Treasurer, John 
Sessions Surveyor, Thos, Н. Giles, 
Superintendent of Common Schools. 

The court then divided the county 
in Precinets as follows: All that por- 


tion ef country on the east side of 
Provo iiver is hereby declared pre- 
einet No, I and all that portion o 
country in Provo valley on the west 
side of Provo river shall be called 
Precinet_No, 2, The Court then ap- 
pointed the following p incet ofi- 


Thos. Rasband Justice of the 
peace for precinet No. 1, mira Pal- 
n Constable, Norten Jace 


cf the for 
Sidney Epperson, Constable, 
Court adjourned until the Ist Mon- 


Peace precinet 


the residents of this and Summit coun- 
ties, but from the best information 
we can obtain, it is the ranch now 
owned by John O'Driscol, situated on 
the north side of Provo river at the 
lower end of the Kamas valley. If 
this be true, which we believe there 
is no doubt, the clause reading “thence 
south to Provo river” should read 
“thence southeasterly to Provo river” 


to definitely discribe the boundary 
line. idi 
-John W. Wiit served as Probate 


Judge of this county from this date 
unti, the first day or ‚June, 1888, when 
he succeeded by Abram Hatch. 
ig Judge Witt's administration 
of public aífairs, occurred the most 
trying and perhaps the most import- 
ant events in the history of this coun- 
ty. It was during this time that the 
Black Hawk war ocenrred which many 
of the inhabitants of this county re- 
member to this day, with a thrill of 
excitement. It was also during this 
period that the inhabitants of this 
county endured hardships and priva- 
tions only known or realized by pio- 
neer settlers of a new country, many 
of them living in dug-outs and dirt 
roof houses and eating bread when 
they~cpuld get it, and going without 
when ey could not, and irying to 
look plpasant, which was a consider- 
able poktion of the time, Wheat bres 
raised to be sure, but flour 
milling ‘was in its infancy and it was 
not always that they could get wheat 
made jnto flour. But to counteract 
this to some extent, game was plenti- 
ful in the valley and fish abundant 
in the Provo river, 

Just what was the population at this 


iere, 


time we can find no statistics, but 
on the seventh day ой  Decenber, 
1863, Henry MeMullin, County Super- 
visor of roads, presented а  state- 
ment to the county court in which he 
gives Die total amount of road tax for 
the year as $306, which would indi- 


сате ti 
male inhabitanis in th 
sixteen and under fifty years of age, 
1n 1862, according to John Crook's 
jommal. the population of the valley 
ut There was quite a 


tt there were 1 


ble bodied 
mty 


c 


over 


at the Sessions Spring and a few ai. 


day in March next. 
Judges fees 3.00 
Select men ......., 
CAMS A epus distro 
9.50 
J. W. WITT, 
Judge. 
THOMAS TODD, 
Select Men, 
CHAS. SHELTON, 
Clerk. 
We are informed by John Ham- 
ilton that when tie names of the 


county officers were submitted to the 
thepfacting 3overnor, Brigham Young, 
FE Serve of John Hamilton was sub- 
ituted for that of Snelling M. John- 
son, so that instead of Johnson, Ham- 
Was really the first sheriff of the 
county. 
"We have been unable to find any 
published act organizing and defining 
the boundaries of Wasatch County 
ssed in 1862; but on January 10, 
» ап act was passed defining the 
boundaries of counties and locating 
County Seats in which the boundart 
of. Wasatch County are descri! 
follows: 


“AIL that of. the 
bounded on the sou. h 


portion “| 


eep ranch of Melvin Rc af- 
rds known as Hailstone's ranch, 
tbout eig;t miles north of Heber. 

On the 3rd of March of this year 
the first county road was established 
commencing at the Provo river be- 
tow Manning's (southwest of the town 
of Charleston) and running in a north- 
erly direction following the old immi- 
grant trail through the valley pass- 
ing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and ter- 
minating at the northern boundary 
of the county (known as the Ross 


t at Heber, two small set 
Пелех at Mid w. а number 
cf families at Center Creek 
some at Charles on, some in Round 
valley, and a small cluster of houses | 


has been a matter of dispute among | in 1862, 


according to Crook's Journal, 
near site of the present bridge on 
the Park City road, about six miles 
north of Heber. We can find no ac- 
count of this bridge in the minutes 
of the county court. 


they w 
hardly 

best th« 
the cou 
ers wer 
cured. 


were anything but luxurious during 


these primitive times, they had their||tific, ps 
pleasant side. The houses were most-||term is 

ly built of logs with dirt roof, the||R’s was 

floor of solid earth, and doors and|Kaily sti 
windows were luxuries not enjoyed|h high 
by all the inhabitants by a long уау. Wwe must 
Chimneys were built principally of | were the 
sand rock with wide open fireplaces, | bf the te 
where, on the cold winter evenings | | This c 
the fire crackled and sparkled, lighting | rom a la 
up with a ruddy glow the rudely fur- | diro for 

nished interior. This in many іп- lack of с 
stances being the only light available, | dt its in 
Stoves were articles of furniture ' con 
scarcely heard of in those days. Many 


were unable to afford the luxury of a 
log house and lived in dugonts. Still 
they were jovial and happy, taking, 
perhaps, more genuine pleasure in 
their manner of living than many who 
dwell in gilded palaces today. Farm- 
ing and stock raising ^as the princi- 
pal industries; in fact, bout the only 
industries, and in summer all were 
busily at work, the men|in the fields 
or looking after their fi cks, 
men attending to their 

ties. From Monday (ЙІ 


each day brought its 
night its refreshing sl 
days were zealously observed in de- th 
votional exercises 4n private homes) pa 
at first, and later in the School houses. | hab 


summit). 

At a special term April 26, 1862, a 
County road was estählished between 
Heber City and Centerville, and 
thence to the saw mill in Center 
Creek canyon. ы 

At this session, the county was di- 
vided into four school districts, Dis- 
trict No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 
2 at Centerville settlement; No. 3 
the lower settiement on Snake creek, 
and No. 4 the Upper Snake Creek set- 
tlement. 

Wm. P. Reynolds was given the 
vrivilege of turning Lake Creek into 

ing Creek for milling purposes 
with a proviso that he must turn it 


They were as happy as a people could | mindg of the 
be; happy because they were indus-|sciende of sc 
trious, industrious because they were | wonderful pre 


happy. In 1860, a log meeting house | the “dees 
was built in 
and school w ld. world, perhaps 


In the autumn when their crops The folinders.o 
were gathered, the winter's fuel haul-!were № 
2d from the canyons, and their thresh- count 
ing done, which in some cases did not|en from their 
take place until Christmas, as thresh- | being augmen: 
ing machines were not as plentiful | poorer’ classes 


| MC A" 


as NOW organized, ше by 
the territorial line, and on the SOM | 
Om, Sanpete County. John W. V 
f elected probate juage by the leg- 
„ative assembly and on the 22nd 
day of February, 1862, the first session 
of the County Court was held. The 
minutes of their first meeting are 
hereby given in full: 
RECORD OF THE COUNTY COURT 
OF WASATCH COUNT. !N THE 


TERRITORY OF UTAH. ! 


ENNI 


vu m 


—— - ib. 


Special Term. 


Feb. 22nd, 1862. 
ylahn W. Witt, Presiding. 

The Judge organized the County 
Court by appointing the folowing offi- 
cer Thos. Todd, James Duke, and 
‚John H. VanWagoner, Select men. 

The court then proceeded ap- 
point John Harvey Assessor and Col- 


to 


lector, Snelling M. Johnson, Sheriff, 
John M. Murdock, "Treasurer, John 
Sessions Surveyor, Thos. H. Giles, 


Schools. 
the county 
All that por- 


Superintendent of Common 
then divided 
in Precinets as follows: 


The court 


tion of country on the east side of 
Provo ıiver is hereby declared pre- 
cinet No. land all ihat portion of 


conntry in Provo valley on the west 
river shall 

The Court 
following 


be called 
then 


precinel 


Provo 
No 
the 


side 
Pre 


pointed 


ot 
inet 2 ap- 
offi 
cers: Thos. Rasband Justice of the 
peace for precinet No. 1, Zemira Pal 
mer, Constable. Norton Jacobs, Justice | 
ct for No 
Sidney Epperson, Constable, 
Court adjourved until the Ist 


day in March next. 


the Peace precinet 2 


Mon- 


Judges fees anne nennen 
Select men ........ 
Clerk's ...... 
J. W. WITT, 
Judge. 
THOMAS TODD, 
Select Men. 
CHAS. SHELTON, 
Clerk. 
We are informed by John Ham- 
Шәп that when the names of the 


county officers were submitted to the 
eufacting Governor, Brigham Young, 
ame of John Hamilton was sub- 
stituted for that of Snelling M. John- 


p- . 


u FON, SO that instead of Johnson, Ham- 
Уап was really the first sheriff of the 
county. 

We been unable to find 
published act organizing and defining 
the boundaries of Wasatch Jounty 
passed in 1862; but on January 10, 
1860, an act was passed defining the 
boundaries of counties and locating 
County Seats in which the boundaries 
of Wasatch County are described as 


have any 


follows: 

“All that portion of the territory 
bounded on the south by Utah and 
Sanpete Counties, west by Utah and 
Great Salt Lake Counties, north by 
the summit of the range of mountains 
south of the head waters of the Fast 
canyon and Silver following 
said summit to the point where the 
road leading to Great Salt Lake City 
and Rhode's valley crosses, thence 
south to Provo river at the high 
bluff below Goddard's raneh, thence 
along the channel of said river to 
ts head waters, thence easterly to the 
summit of the range of mountains 
north of Uinta valley, thence along 
the last named summit and south of 
Brown's hole to the 32nd  meridian 
west from Washington City and east 
by said meridian, is hereby made and 
named Wasatch County with Cr 
seat at Heber City.” 

Where Goddard's ranch wa 


creeks, 


E 


uying and perhaps th 
ant events in the history o T 
ty. It was during this time that. 

Black Hawk war occurred which many 


of the inhabitants of this county те- | 


member to this day, with a thrill of 


excitement. It was also during this 
period that the inhabitants of this 
county endured hardships and  priva- 


tions only known or realized by plo- 
neer settlers of a new country, many 
them living in dug-outs and dirt 
roof houses and eating bread when 
they- could get it, and going without 
when they could not, and trying to 
look plpasant, which was a consider- 
able poktion of the time. Wheat ах | 
be sure, but four | 
milling was in its infancy and it was 
not always that they could get wheat 


raised Siero, to 


made juto flour. But to counteract 
this to some extent, game was plenti- 
ful in the valley and fish abundant 


in the Provo river. 

Just what was the population at this 
time we can find no statistics, but 
on the seventh day of December, | 
1863, Henry MeMullin, County Super: | 
of | 
ment to the county court in which he 
gives tne total amount of road tax for 
the year ан $306, whieh would indi- 
there were 102 able bodied 
in the 
sixteen and nader fifty years of age. 

In 1862, according to John Crook's 
jomont the valley 
was about 


visor roads, presented a state 


cate that 


mate inhabitants county over 


population of the 
1.000, 
Heber, 
at 


There was quite a 
small 
number 
Center Creek, 
some in Round 
valley, and a small cluster of houses | 
at the Sessions spring and a few at 
the sheep ranch of Melvin Ross, af- 
terwards known as Hailstone's ranch, 
bout eigut miles north of Heber. 

On the 3rd of March of this year 
the first county road was established 
commencing at the Provo river be- 
low Manning's (southwest of the town 
of Charleston) and running in a north- 
erly direction following the old immi- 
grant trail through the valley 
ing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and ter- 
minating at the northern boundary 
of the county (known as the Ross 
summit). 

At a special term April 26, 1862, a 
county road was established between 
Heber City and Centerville, and 
thence to the saw mill in Center 
Creek canyon. " 

At this sion, the county was di 
vided iuto four school districts, Dis 
trict No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 
? at Centerville settlement; No. 
the lower settlement on Snake creek, 
and No. 4 the Upper Snake Creek set- 
tlement. 

Wm. P given the 
privilexe of turning Lake Creek into 
Spring Creek for milling purposes 
with proviso that he must turn it 
back into Lake Creek at some point 
Wm. 

The assessed value of property in 
the county, according to the report of 
Johu Harvey, assessor and collector 
the year 1862, amounted to $48, 
The assessed value for 1863 was 


town at two set 


ements 
cf 


siwe 


Midway. 
at 


Charleston, 


а 
families 
at 


Reynolds was 


above Davidson’s. 


for 


$52,512. Prior to 1862, assessments 
were made by Utah county officials. 
On the first Monday of August, 


1863, an election was held at which 
Sidney H. Epperson, Henry Me-Mullin, 
uud D. A. Cessions were elected select: 
men, and John Hamilton, sheriff. Who 


were elected. treasurer and recorder 
does not appear. The county clerk, 
assessor and collector, and other 


county officers were appointive by the 
probate judge. 
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They were as happy as a people could 
be; happy because they were indus- 
trious, industrious because they were 
happy. In 1860, a log meeting house 
built which church meetings 
and school was held. 

the autumn when their crops 
were gathered, the winter's fuel haul- 


was in 


In 


ed from the canyons, and their thresh- | counfy, comi 
ing done, which in some cases did not|en frpm thei 
take place until Christmas, as thresh-| being augme 
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machines were not as plentiful | poord 


were prepared fo: 


ing 
then as now, they 
the long period of rest from then un- 
til the next April. 

During the long winter 
the social side of life in this valley 
at its best. Scarcely n night 
passed but witnessed a social gather- 
ing of some kind, where fun and frol- 
ic reigned supreme. 

Dancing was the 


evenings, 


favorite pastime 


and in this all took part, old and ]|appargtus, an 
young alike. АП met upon a common | county in the 
In оа) 


plain. There were no conventionali- 
ties, no castes, cliques or cl Ge 
select society, They sites them- 
selves as one large family, all fathers, 
brothers, mothers, sisters, enjoying 
themselves as few living in the larger|the bbst that 
cities either know realize( nov|Wasajch cour 
‘ould they do so had they the will. this, the san 


or 


The first bridge constructed over 


vo river in this eounty, was built 


Schools were early established and |а ovpr the в! 
in winter were well attended. 8 That shoos land son 
ы kl iu 
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in 1862, according to Crook's Journal, 


they were of the Very best we can 
oun- | near the site of the Present bridge on hardly lay claim, but they were the 
tion | the Park City road, about six miles | best the People and the conditions of 
30W [north of Heber. We can find no ac-|the country could afford. Our teach- 
On [count of this bridge in the minutes ers were the best that could be pro- 
the | of the county court, cured. We are willing to admit that 
If While the daily lives of the people | they were usually non-graduates, and 
ere | were anything but luxurious during | ав a rule, Were not well up in Scien- 
ICE | these Primitive times, they had their! tific, Psychologica} dagogy, as the 
‘ad Pleasant side, The houses Were most- | term is understood today. The three 
п" fiy Dunt of logs with dirt roof, the) R's was the Principal curriculum of 
ТУ | floor of solid earth, and doors and | daily study, and was often carried to 
windows were luxuries not enjoyed/a high degree of imperfection. * But 
te by all the inhabitants by a long way. | we must remember that good schools 
te Chinneys were built principally of | were the rare exception from one end 
"sand rock With wide open fireplaces, | of the territory to the other, 
h. where, on the cold winter evenings | This condition ex sted, not so much | 
D the fire crackled and Sparkled, lighting | from à lack.of interest or want of de. 
t up with a ruddy glow the rudely fur- | sire for education, but more from a 
nished interior. This in many in.|lack of Opportunity and a realization 
stances being the only light available. | of its importance and the fact that 
Stoves were articles of furniture | few communities were sufficiently 
Scarcely heard of in those days. Many | large to Support first class Schools. 
were unable to afford the luxury of a! Another thing that retarded the ad- 
log house and lived in dugouts. Stin | vent of good schools was the fact that 
they were jovial and happy, taking, | the profession of school teaching be- 
Perhaps, more £enuine pleasure in | longed, not to the р, 
their manner of living than many who minded student, but to him who was 
dwell in gilded halaces today, Farm- | unfit for any other calling. Ha man 
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We do not Say this 
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this st but this 


cept such as nature provided. 
lieve the situation in 
tannery was started here at an early 
date with John Muir as manager, This 
institution did а good business here 
and provided footwear for the settlers 
until such time as this necessary arti- 
cle could be Supplied from other 
The old tannery building is 
still standing, but has been Out of com- 
mission for the past thirty or forty 
years, 

It said that “man is a bundle of 
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this respect a 
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to what they are. to 
courts, cons Sting | 
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sources, 


habits." This ің no doubt true and 
a community is a bundle of customs. 
Customs are formed from the laws of 
2 country and the lives and environ- 
ment of its people, The customs or 
a people change as their laws change, 
as their daily lives change, as their 
Surroundings change, This has been 
the history of the human family from 
its earliest inception. ” 

Since the early Settlement of Provo 
valley, our customs, our habits, om 
daily lives, have changed, but only as 
Our laws, our associations, our envi- 
ronments have changed. 

For example, who would today think 
of asking the county court to grant 
him the exclusive right to herd cat. 
D, ov horses, in the county? 


head of everything of ; 
not directly under the 
‘vision of the eccle: 
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the profession. of school teaching be- 
lor wt to the able-bodied, strong 
mind... student, but to him who was 
unfit for any other calling. If a man 
ally incapacitated to per- 


were physica 


Ve 
Į form manual 


;packattd to perform real intellect- 


conditipn prevailed, snore or less, 
throughout all the western states at 
[thai period and we fear that in some 
parts of the United States this idea 


has not been fully eradicated from the 
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+9 ae re 
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minds of the people to this day. The 
science of school teachfug has made 
wonderful progress sinch-the days of 
the old "deestrict scho: of a half 
century ago, and in no, part of the 
world. perhaps, more so than in Utah. 
‚The founders of this state, among whom 


| were gathered, the winter's fuel haul-! were many of the best eitizens of this 


ed from the canyons, and their thresh- 
ing done, which in some cases did not 
take place until Christmas, as thresh- 
plentiful 
were prepared for 


ing machines were not as 
then as now, they 
the long period of rest from then un- 
til the next April 

During the Jong winter evenings, 
the social side of life in this valley 
at Scarcely a night 


vd but witnessed a social gather- 


was its best. 


ng of some kind, where fun and frol- 
e reigned supreme. 

was favorite stime 
ind all took part, old and 
oung alike. АП met upon a common 
lain There were no conventionali- 
ies, stes, cliques or clans, по 
society. They enjoyed, them- 
elves as one large family, all fathers, 
mothers, sisters, enjoying 
hemselves as few living in the larger 
ities either know кі... nor 
ould they do so had they the will, 
Schools were early established and 
ı winter attended. @ That 


Pancing the 


in this 


no ca 


select 


rothers, 


or 


were well 


county, coming here after being driv- 
en from their homes in the east, and 
being augmented by converts of the 
poorer classes from all parts of the 
world, have made progress in educa- 
tion and educational facilities, almost 
phenomenal, scarcely parallelled in 
the history of any newly settled agri- 
cultural district on the face of the 
globe, and Wasatch county- has kept 
pace with her sister_counties in this 
respect. Tn proportion fo its popula- 
Поп, we believe Wasatch county has 
the best school houses, the best school 
apparatus, and the best schools of any 
county in the state. 

In the early days of ihe settlement 
of the valley, the dress of the average 
citizens was not always of the very 
best, nor modeled after the latest and 
most approved fashion, but they were 
the best that could be obtained, and 
Waratch county was not alone in 
this, the same conditions prevailing 
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our laws, our associa 
ronments have changed. 
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herd sheep in another portion of the 
county, and excluding horses and cat- 
tle; provided they give a bond with 
security and take and subscribe to an 
oath conditioned for the faithful per- 
formance of their duties, and тог the 
indemnifying for all losses of time or 
animals through their neglect. They 
were also restricted to herding stock 
belonging only to residents of Wa- 
satch county. 

We find the court granting to Wm. 


Snake Creek, when not needed for 
irrigation" and the exclusive right 
to the use of all the timber over ten 
inches in diameter in Snake Creek 
and Maple canyons and the canyon 
lying between. 

We find it granting 


to John W. 
right to establish a meat market and 
to butcher and sell meat in Wasatch 
county,” and to many others the ex- 
clusive right to do certain other things 
in the county. These were not licen- 
ses as the term is understood today, 
obtainable hy anyone who could qual- 
ify and pay the fee, but special, ex- 
clusive grants with no license fee at- 
tached. But these were customs and 
assumed powers brought about and 


all over the state. Sometimes we had 
shoes and sometimes we had none, ex, 


authorized by the statute laws of the 
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cs such as nature provided. To re- 
lieve the situation in this respect a 
tannery was started here at an early 
date with John Muir as manager, This 
institution did a good business here 
and provided footwear for the settlers 
until such time as this necessary arti- 
cle could be supplied from other 
sources. The old tannery building is 
still standing, but has been out of com- 


ission for the past thirty or forty 


years. 
It is said that “man is a bundle of 
habits." This is no doubt true and 
à community is a bundle of customs. 
Customs are formed from the laws of 
a country and the lives and environ- 
ment of its people. The customs ot 
a people change as their laws change, 
às their daily lives change, as their 
surroundings change, This has been 
the history of the human family from 
its ‚liest inception. 
Since the early settlement of Provo 
customs, our habits, om 
daily lives, have changed, but only as 
our laws, our associations, our envl- 
ronments have changed. 
ample, who would today think 
of asking the county court to grant 
him the exclusive right to herd ent 
fle, or sheep, or horses, in the county? 
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For 


Who, today, would think of asking 
that august bbdy for the sole and 
ТЕТЕ ка шу the use Of all the 
limber in a ce}taln canyon? 

Yet, we find the county court grant. 
ing to Wm. We'll the exclusive right 
to herd cattle and horses in Round 
Nay, but excluding sheep; and to 


Ephraim Hanks the exclusive rizht to 


The laws of our state at that time 
were quite different in many respects 


to what they are today. The county 
courts, consisting of the probate 
judge and three selectmen, were real- 
ly constituted and considered the 
guardians of the people of their re- 
spective counties, and their powers 
and duties not being definitely defined 
by the legislature, they assumed al- 
most unlimited power within thelr 
counties and the people looked upon 
them as the source and controlling 
head of everything of a seenlar nature 
not directly under the control and su- 
pervision of the ecclesiastical author- 
ties. 

Probate courts had unlimited juris- 
diction in both civil and criminal 
cases. They were little hampered 
by the technicalities of law and court 
procedure or the arguments of at- 
torneys, as those necessary and to 
some undesirable creatures called 
attorneys at law, were almost un- 
known in the territory. Prior to 1876 
the office of county prosecuting atror- 
ney was unknown in Utah. The state 


‘legislature assumed to deal with cer- 
and’ 


tain special privileges, grants, 
franchises, and the power to deti with 
certain others was delegated to or ass 


sumed by the county courts. 
Songe have heen inelived tn oy с 
the nPtion of the probate and county 


соату during the first decade after! 
the organization of this 
when the erude condition of the eoun- 
ty, the crude laws, and the crude mu 
nicipal and judicial condition of the 


country is considered, there is very lit- 
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Very little money was in circulation, 
not get money to pay 
es. The collector was obliged to 


ive wheat, oats, “harley, notatoes. 


period the townsites of Heber, Mid- 
way and Wallsburg were entered by 
Judge Hatch, and titles given to the 
many claimants to city lots, and to his 
credit may it be said every title given 
by him was valid and stood the test 
of the courts, while many such titles 
similarly given һу идр —nrchale 
judges of the territory were declared 
vold and the work had to be done 
over, 

Judge Hatch was a man of keen 
foresight, business tact, and execu- 
live ability, and to him is due, in a 
great measure, the general condition 
of thrift, progress, and prosperity that 
is remarkably manifest among the 
people of this county. à. 

He was succeeded June 1, 1874, by 
Thomas H. Giles, who served this 
county as probate judge untll Sep- 
tember 5, 1881. Judge Giles was an 
honest, conscientious, fair-minded 
man, but lacking the business fore- 
sight and executive ability of his pre- 
decessor. * But he was a man willing 
to listen to the counsel of those in 
whom he had confidence. His admin- 
istration of county affairs during the 


hut! 


ten years he was probate judge in this 
county gave very general satisfaction, 
und few men could have served tht 
publie for 


ess dissatisfaction, fewer enemies, 0 
a cleaner record than did Judge Wiles. 
n cor pili 

AGRICULTURE. 


Other Industries. 
The industries of this county have 


of farming and stock raising and some 


umbering. Farming has been confined 
almosts entirely to the raising of 
wheat, oats, and potatoes, on account 


of the seasons being too short to ma”. 


lure other crops, even wheat and oats 
would often be frosted before it md- 
tured, leaving the wheat shrunken 
and unfit to make first class flour, 
and the oats not a first class mer- 
:hantable article. This was often the 
case during the first years of the coun- 
ty’s existance, but the climate has 
gradually moderated, the - growing 
season has become longer, the winter 
season has become less severe, until 
the climate of this valley has become 
almost an ideal one, agricultural crops 
of all kinds mature and are of tho 
very best, and hortieulture, some- 
thing unthought of here thirty or forty 
years ago, is fast becoming one of 
the chief industries of the valley. 
The quality of our horticultural pro- 
ducts--such as apples, pears, and 
prunes, will compare favorably with 
that of any part of the known world. 
During the past few years the sugar 
best raising has been taken up by 


quite a number of the farmers of this” 


valley with very satisfactory result: 
While stock raising has been oj 
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horses and sheep. Today there are 
few places-in the state of Utah that 
will excel Provo valley in this paruus 
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ducts—such as apples, pears, апа 
prunes, will compare favorably with 
that of any part of the known world. 
During the past few years the sugar 
beet raising has been taken up by 
quite a number of the farmers of this’ 
valley with very satisfactory results. 
While stock raising has been one 
əf the chief industries of this valley 
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ärst it was fhe only industry that 
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[to the use of all the timber over ten | the county court as follows: i 
inches in diameter in Snake Creek For payment of taxes, wheat and On May 5, 1864, an act was passed 
and Maple canyons and the canyon oats, $2.00 per bushel: for payment of|to vacate and sell the Indian lands 
lying between. " ¡fines and costs, wheat, $1.50 and oats|in Utah territory, and to sett'e the In- 

We find it granting to John W. $1.25 per bushel. dians of said territory in toe Uinta 
Witt and Peter Clark the “exclusive lt is not quite clear to us why the|valley, section 2 of which provide 
right to establish a meat market and | teval tender quality of wheat and oats | “That the superintendent of Indian 
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